Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion 
7.30pm on 9th May 2022


Present: 	Carole Parker
Hattie Grimwade
Margaret King
Moreen Wells
Phil Davies
Sarah Banks

	

1. APOLOGIES:  Angie is no longer a District Councillor, so Margaret will investigate whether any of the new District Councillors would be interested in joining the Committee.  

2. MATTERS ARISING from APRIL MINUTES:
a) WATERING:  Ramsey Rd cemetery has been watered regularly by the committee and a volunteer (Karen) and the shrubs are settling in.  
Phil has been monitoring Kings Hedges and, with the help of a volunteer (Ann) the planters are continuing to look good.  Sarah reported that she has not yet received repayment for the flowers, and Hattie will contact the landlord – also that the recycling bin will be emptied once it has been installed.  
Bunty set up a rota on The Waits and volunteers Helen, Moo and Sheila have kept the postbox garden watered, while Carole has continued with the Norris Museum planters.  
Margaret raised the issue of watering and weeding in the new planters at the Bus Station, and Hattie will follow this up with HDC when she plants up the SIiB planters on the gatehouse.  HDC have given permission for the two other planters to be attached to the new toilets, as long as the Town Council agree.  
b) REPORT on PARK and RIDE:  Robin is arranging to go this week and check whether the plants need watering.
c) UPDATE on LITTER PICKS:  All is going smoothly with the litter picks, with HDC picking up the bags as reported.  
d) UPDATE on WHEATFIELDS WILDFLOWER SOWING:  The wildflower sowing was undertaken with the children from Wheatfields School on Friday 6th.  There is a worry about the lack of rain forecast, and Hattie had been trying to get in touch with the Fire Service to ask them to water.  Carole will also try to make contact.  Hattie had spoken with Kathy Griffiths, the TA who runs the gardening club at Wheatfields, about the possibility of the judges’ visit.  
e) UPDATE on QUEEN’S JUBILEE:  There are many events planned for the Jubilee weekend.  Our previous worry, the proposed planting of trees on the Jubilee Thursday with no arrangements to water them, was still under discussion at the meeting but has not been followed up since.  Susan Bates of the Norris Museum has started work on the jubilee display board with the young people with special needs, and Hattie is going to work with the students from Spring Common Academy on Thursday 19th May.  She will arrange with Carole to plant up the planters with them at the end of May.
f) UPDATE ON STATION ROAD (planning for Best Commercial Area entry):  Carole, Helen and Moo have visited many of the retail premises along Station Road and already received over £100, along with promises by some shops and The Courtyard to plant up displays before the judges come.  She will visit them again once the judges have given us a date.  
3. ANGLIA in BLOOM:  Final decisions were made on Special Awards’ nominations:  
Best Sheltered Housing/Care Home Garden - Not to be entered
Best public open space - Not to be entered
Best young people’s project (aged under 12 years)
Wheatfields school inc. wildflower seed planting 
Best young people’s project (aged 12-18 years)
Young carers’ group (platinum jubilee boards/planting)
4. DRAFT PORTFOLIO:  Hattie had brought this year’s draft portfolio.  She will send it to Phil to look through and send comments by email.  Moreen has found out about the area of newly-planted trees, but it is just north of the parish boundary.  
5. TIMETABLE FOR WORKING PARTIES: June working parties were confirmed and Hattie will send the dates to volunteers.   
6. PLANNING for MEETING with TOWN COUNCIL:  Carole and Margaret are arranging a meeting with the Town Council.  Margaret is already following up one of the concerns raised – the state of the street furniture on The Waits.

7. [bookmark: _Hlk86075694]ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Berman Park:  Phil raised the possibility of planting a bank of daffodils and Hattie will try and find out when HDC will take over the management – the plan had been to have a meeting with all interested parties and set up a ‘friends’ group.
Elm Drive:  Phil with investigate a sign for the flowerbed on Elm Drive.
8. DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:  
Monday 6th June, 7pm, at the Golden Lion.
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