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1. Inspirations 

It was on a busy March 

morning in 2022, when we 

were celebrating 

“greening the grey” in 

Kings Hedges, a small out 

of town shopping area in 

St Ives, that members of St Ives in Bloom were encouraged 

by the Mayor and by the local people to think of ways of 

engaging the Islamic community in a new gardening project.   

Between the ‘green’ dances, we talked to Town 

Councillor Shariqa Mokbul and St Ives Mayor 

Pasco Hussain about whether they would like to 

be involved, and about the inspiration we had 

found in the garden at the entrance to the new 

wood-built Mosque in Cambridge.  

The garden of the Cambridge Mosque on Mill Road. 

Getting to know the community in March 2022. 



 

2. Planning at the Cemetery, from November 2022 and final costs 

We had recently planted up an Italian style garden in front of the Mausoleum built for the Italian 

community at Ramsey Road Cemetery.  We now envisaged an Islamic-style ‘Paradise’ garden, 

intended for reflection and contemplation, overlooking the area set aside for Muslim graves.  We 

had received support for the idea from the Anglia in Bloom judges and then, at a meeting with 

the Clerk to the St Ives Town Council in November 2022, were encouraged to submit our 

application for the “Connected Communities” grant.  Our aim was to work with people of the 

Islamic faith living in St Ives: in particular with those bereaved families whose loved ones are 

buried in the Muslim area of the cemetery.   

After receiving the grant at the end of January, preliminary 

design ideas, discussed the previous summer with Shariqa 

and Pasco, were debated with members of the local 

Mosque and the Islamic Prayer and Education Centre, with 

the input of our new project leader Mehraj Ahmed.  

However, our optimistic plans 

for planting on the site in May 

were delayed through the 

spring and summer as we 

waited for Councillors to 

complete the process of 

agreeing to the project.  In 

June a new, rather overgrown, 

site was identified, meaning 

some modifications had to be 

made to the original plan.   

The site identified 
at a meeting with 

the Council in June. 

Shariqa and Mehraj 
discussing the possible 

layout of the garden, 
marked out with string. 

More ideas to 
take to the 
Education 

Centre. 



 

Once the site was agreed, our volunteer 

construction workers and expert 

gardeners could take charge of the 

decision making, and we had a meeting at 

the end of July to finalise the timetable 

and start to allocate the grant.  Committee 

member Phil Davis, together with Raj, 

agreed to be Project Leader for the build.  

There were compromises to be made, as 
the high cost of paving meant we settled on 
a turf path between the four raised beds, but 
aesthetics overcame both construction and 
cost challenges when it came to creating an 
octagonal setting for the water feature.   

 
 
   

Draft plans presented to 
the council and 

discussed at meetings 
with St Ives in Bloom. 

There were 
many ideas 

to be 
discussed 

and agreed. 



 

Robin Bletsoe, one of the expert gardeners in St Ives in Bloom, discussed the design and 

intended flower purchases with Mehraj.  Some compromises were again necessary as the site 

is rather windswept and unfortunately Shariqa’s wish for lemon and pomegranate trees had to 

be vetoed!  Over the summer, Robin put 

in orders for the specialist roses and 

bulbs and organised the October and 

spring purchase of other plants from 

local nurseries.  We had a follow-up 

meeting with the Town Council on 27th 

July, when they promised they would 

complete clearance of the site by mid-

September, including removing the 

leftover stumps of leylandii.   

Meanwhile, Phil, Shariqa and Raj 

decided on designs and sourced 

materials for the construction of 

the garden.  Shariqa started her fundraising 

campaign among members of the Muslim 

community.  This allowed for our purchase of 

the water feature, benches and arches to add 

to the impact of the garden.   

Raj kept an eye on the project costs 

with a spreadsheet tracker, and was 

able to finalise the spreadsheets 

with our Treasurer at our last planning 

meeting on 26th October, when all donations 

and costs were shared and included in the St 

Ives in Bloom budget record.   

Budget 
tracker 

Work still in 
progress – it 
will look good 

in the end! 



 

3. The Build  

What started as plans for a build day on 

Tuesday 3rd October, in fact became a 

build week!  The sleepers were delivered 

on Monday 2nd October, ready to be sized 

and cut where necessary.     

The measurements for the garden were laid 
out, and everything prepared for the build 
day on Tuesday 3rd.  Councillor Pasco 
Hussain had promised to come along with 
“muscle” (this turned out to be six men from 
the Mosque) to help carry the sleepers and 
construct the garden.  Experienced St Ives 

in Bloom volunteers were identified 
and asked to help, risk assessments 
had been drawn up for all the work 
days and, importantly, Shariqa 
organised food from the Montaz 
restaurant to keep the workers going!  
Meanwhile, plans were made for our 
usual St Ives in Bloom volunteers to 
clear a new border area in the 
background of the garden, out of the 
way of any construction risks. 

Above: Phil shows Shariqa 
the scale model of the build. 

Left: risk 
assessment 

Sleeper 
delivery 



 
  

Mid-morning break. 

Right and below: The site of the 
flowerbeds has been marked out – the 

problem is making sure they are all level. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Left: Raj saws the bolts for the 
raised beds to length, while 

behind him the St Ives in 
Bloom volunteers start on 
clearing the border bed. 

Below: Positioning the first bed 
along the marked out square.  

Below and right:  Have we got it level? 

Below: Muscle as promised! 



 

It was a very busy day, but 
thanks to our volunteers staying 
on to help into the afternoon, 
just a few volunteers were able 
to finish off on Wednesday morning, ready for the 
delivery of compost, topsoil and grass turves.   
Phil cut and laid the turves between the beds. 

Left:  Group photo.   
Having a break –  
at least this bed is 
perfect!  Just three 
more to finish….   

Below:  At last 
the end of the 

day on 
Tuesday.   

The Mayor (below centre) 
came to help on Thursday….   

Right:  digging out 
the level space for 
the first raised bed. 

Right: The topsoil and compost was delivered - but 
the lorry couldn’t reach to fill one of the beds.  We had 
to call on the volunteers to come again the next week 

to mix and spread the compost and topsoil.   



 

Phil and Raj now have to get an 

octagonal base for the water feature 

and the feature installed.   

The arches must also be 

made to the design and 

the finished product 

delivered and made safe.  

At last, all is ready for our 

community morning on 

Sunday 29th October.  

Some plants are collected 

from the nursery on 28th 

October, while others 

have been nurtured at 

home since delivery.   The 

flowers are all in peaceful 

shades of blue, white and 

pink, and are all part of a 

pollinator-friendly design.   

Wednesday 11th October:  The soil is spread with time 
to settle before our Planting Day at the end of the 

month. Phil is watering the new grass turves every day.   

Admiring the installation!   

Publicity posters at the cemetery (left) and in the mosque (right).   

Arch 
designs   



 

4. Planting Day 

Our aim is to see members of the whole St 
Ives community enjoying a beautiful area of 
the cemetery, working together to plant and 
maintain this Islamic-style Garden.  We have 
begun to achieve this with a successful 
Planting Day on Sunday 29th October.  

 
The garden is carefully 
planted, with other 
activities planned for 
volunteers when that is 
finished.    
 

Testing out 
the newly 

constructed 
bench   

Left and below: First job before all the other 
volunteers arrive, the plants are delivered and 

Robin, Raj and Phil centre and plant the olive trees.  

Below: Then 
it’s the turn 

of the roses.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

St Ives in Bloom 2023
 

Our Project Leaders taught us the name of the design – we were planting up a Charbargh.  
We made certificates for those who had donated money for the roses, benches and arches. 



 

 
 
 

Above and above right: 
Robin and Josh sort out 

how to plant and 
encourage the 

honeysuckle and jasmine. 

Below:  Our other young 
helpers decide to make 

flowers out of card 
before planting the 

pansies and sprinkling 
the wildflower seeds. 

Right: Our youngest 
volunteer helps to dig and 

plant the crocus bulbs, 
with only a little help from 

our Treasurer, Sarah.  



 
 

Below: St Ives in Bloom regular volunteers Dawne and Robin 
tidy up the dahlias at the new flowerbed by the entrance gate. 

Left: The St Ives in Bloom group get the new 
border bed raked ready for wildflower seeds, 

and train the dog roses along the fence.   

Right: Beccy 
builds a 

wildlife habitat.   Below right: Children help plant pansies, 
while the Mayor helps to sow the wildflower 

seeds we had been given by Waitrose.   

Linda and Alan (above) and 
Helen and John (below) 
join the work to make 

another new flowerbed. 



 

 
 
  

We managed to get a group photo before the 
rain arrived and, more importantly, we were 

able to eat our lunch under the trees!  



 

We are now hoping to continue the links and 

friendships made through the need for continuing 

garden maintenance and, in particular, the 

planting of salvias in the spring.  We are really 

hoping to get people who started with St Ives in 

Bloom on this project, to work with us again in 

the other areas of improvement within the 

cemetery.  We have our volunteer work parties 

timetabled, and have been talking to Pasco, 

Shariqa and Raj about undertaking further 

collaborative projects in 2024, providing new 

volunteers with other gardening opportunities.  

Our new garden came in 
quite close to the projected 
cost of £5000, and the 
Muslim community were 
able to add to the funds 
from the Connected 
Communities grant.  St Ives 
in Bloom have been able to 
contribute the £800 over 
budget, but donations are 
still coming in to ‘sponsor a 
rose’ or similar.  The project 
was insured within our 
annual liability insurance. 

Hattie (centre) Secretary of St Ives 
in Bloom, with her gift of roses.  

The Mayor and Shariqa, Raj and 
many of the helpers on the day.   


