Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Town Hall at
 7.30pm on 6th February 2017

Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman)
		Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
		Moreen Wells 
Bunty Rawlings 
Julie Pepper 
Sandra Tremlett  
Helen Dye
Ryan Fuller
Rianna D’Souza


	1. APOLOGIES were received from:  Linda Croucher, Colin Saunderson, Robin Bletsoe, Jude Ongeri, Peter Baker, Margaret King.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM JANUARY MINUTES
 
i. Westwood Road update: Julie had not found further details about the offer of trees from HDC, as Father Mark from the Parish Church has raised concerns about no permission having been sought from the Church Commissioners for work in the Westwood Rd cemetery.  Hattie apologised for her misunderstanding – she had thought that since the cemeteries were “closed” that the Town Council was now held to be responsible for their maintenance.  The possibility of applying for permission after the event was discussed, and the Town Clerk is going to arrange a site meeting between himself, Father Mark and representatives of St Ives in Bloom next week.  Marney and Julie agreed to go.  (We will feed back the outcome of this to Committee members.)

ii. Tiered fountain planters and Station Rd planter update: Rianna reported that the Town Council had agreed to take over care for the Station Road planter along with the other ‘Old Riverport’ planters, but had refused the request to water the planned planters outside the Coop or at Kings Hedges.  The Committee was very disappointed that the maintenance staff were unable to help, particularly as the Kings Hedges display had been so appreciated by the public, and the hope was expressed that it may be possible in the future once the depot is moved.  Some discussion followed as to whether the project should be abandoned.  However, Colin, Linda, Julie and Moreen were willing to oversee the watering at Kings Hedges over the summer months, and it was agreed that the purchase of at least one planter should go ahead.  We have not yet had a response from the request for sponsorship from the Coop, and so the final decision on purchase will be made at the next meeting.


iii. Park and Ride low planters update:  Mick George had agreed to our sponsorship request and Robin had completed all planning for this year’s project at the Park and Ride.  However, today Hattie had received an email from Cherie Gregoire at Cambridgeshire County Council about the solar panels project, which explained that they would interfere with the main avenue planting.  The possibility of moving or abandoning the project was discussed, and further information from the engineers will be sought.  Hattie will let Robin know straightaway and seek his opinion.  (The next day a meeting at the Park and Ride was arranged for Thursday, between Robin, Marney, Cherie and the engineer for the solar panel project, and we will feed back the outcome of this to Committee members.)

iv. Norris Museum garden update:  Marney reported that she is to design an accessible sensory garden by 27th February, and we will be able to nominate this in the “special needs garden” category for Anglia in Bloom.  

v. Schools project and Westfield School update:  Plans for the schools’ competition are organised.  We are still waiting to hear from Westfield School.  

vi. Feedback from Town council on maintenance of benches: Rianna reported that Allan is looking into the ownership and responsibility for maintenance of the benches in the town.

vii. Fundraising: price of sponsors’ stickers, arrange subcommittee: Hattie reported that the decals will cost over £100, but it was felt that the new design was a priority for this year.  Hattie will order them and when they are printed Moreen will arrange a fundraising group to visit the local shops and businesses.

viii. Local competition update:  Copies of the new leaflet for the 2017 competition were circulated, and Julie explained that it now includes separate categories for front and back gardens, and that she has articles about it to go into SuggestIves and St Ives Now!  Members of the committee took individual letters to possible entrants to the pubs and restaurants category, and will find out who is willing to apply.  The winner will be nominated in next year’s Anglia in Bloom category.  Marney had talked to Wetherspoons who are interested in joining the competition. 

ix. Prices of bat and bird boxes; information about horse chestnut trees:  Marney has not yet sourced the boxes but will do this for the next meeting.  She asked Ryan to put her in contact with the tree officer at HDC to get permission for boxes on roadside trees.  Marney had discussed horse chestnut trees with Margaret and they will arrange the information flier.

x. Feedback on bus station from Huntingdon District Council and art department at the Ivo:  Sandra has been in touch with HDC and the officer is getting back to her once he has found out all the details of legalities and permissions.  Ryan said that HDC were now going to fill the grey noticeboards and asked that he would be kept in touch with any correspondence with HDC.  Colin has not yet heard back from the Ivo.  All will continue with their investigations and discussion.

xi. Discussion, draft route for judges:  The draft route for judges was discussed, although in the light of the difficulties faced by some of our projects there are decisions that cannot yet be taken.  The possibility of walking down Priory Road and along The Quay was discussed; Julie will check with the Farm Club whether they can be nominated for the ‘Grow Your Own’ category this year; and after some discussion the decision was made to put forward Hill Rise Park rather than Warner’s Park for the park entry.  Ryan let us know that the proposed country park on the southern part of the old golf course is to go ahead – and that this should be an interesting new option for this nomination in the coming years.  It is intended that it should be maintained by HDC with the support of a ‘Friends’ group.  Bunty and Hattie were thanked for preparing the draft route.

3. ROSES in Town Council beds: After some discussion, the consensus was that it would be better to replace the rather tired roses in the town centre beds with some new golden varieties.  Rianna will contact the Town Clerk to obtain permission and Marney will source the roses.  They will need planting by the end of March.

4. CONFIRMATION of ENTRY to ANGLIA IN BLOOM and date for St Ives launch: The committee agreed that we should enter Anglia in Bloom in 2017 and that the launch would be held on the 1st April at the Farmers’ Market.  Hattie will ask whether we can borrow a gazebo and noticeboards from the Town Council, and provide all the materials and information for display at the next meeting.

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) Margaret has arranged a trip to Huntingdonshire Community Nursery at Godmanchester tomorrow, to find out about what trees and plants are on offer.   It was arranged that Marney, Julie and Sandra will go with her.
b) The question of the improvement of the website was discussed.  Rianna explained that Abi is still intending to work on this, but that now there might be a newly developed webiste in conjunction with other volunteer groups and the Town Council.  Hattie will therefore update the pictures etc. from last year (that she had been hoping to pass on to Abi), and make sure that the SIiB competition leaflet is uploaded.
c) Dates for the work parties in March will be confirmed when we know the viability of the Westwood Road cemetery and Park and Ride projects. 

6. DATE, TIME and VENUE of NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held again at the Town Hall 
at 7.30pm on Monday 13th March.




St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk
	Action












MH/JP























HG/RB/
MH



MH











HG/MW






ST/JP/ BR/MW




MH/MK






ST/CS/RF/HD





JP









RDS/
MH




HG




MK/MH/JP/ST




HG

[bookmark: _GoBack]HG



