Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.00pm on 9th January 2017

Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman)
		Linda Croucher (Vice Chairman)
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer) 
Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
Robin Bletsoe
Jude Ongeri
		Moreen Wells 
Bunty Rawlings 
Julie Pepper 
Sandra Tremlett  
Margaret King
Helen Dye

	1. APOLOGIES were received from:  Peter Baker, Rianna D’Souza, Ryan Fuller.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM NOVEMBER MINUTES 
i. Funding update: Colin reported that after some discussion about the need for community groups to now take out their own insurance, the Town Council has approved a grant for St Ives in Bloom of £2,400 for the coming year.  He is arranging insurance from the RHS at £70 per year from 1st February.
ii. Westwood Road update: Julie reported that the wildflower area in Westwood Rd cemetery has now been planted with several trees and shrubs to give it structure and background at a final cost of £259.63.  All the remaining bulbs were also used – forming a long curve behind the hedge and in front of the wildflower area.
iii. Investigation of replacement tubs/troughs at Kings Hedges, possible new planters for High Leys and Burleigh Hill, and ordering of plants for these displays:  Moreen had investigated the cost of the Amberol tiered fountains, and committee members were shown how they would look in situ.  The committee agreed that they would make real impact, with two planned for Kings Hedges, two for Burleigh Hill, and “golden” bedding plants ordered from Cranbrooks.  (The area at the junction of High Leys and Houghton Road was not after all suitable.)  Hattie will ask the Town Clerk via Rianna whether the Town Council could add these planters to their watering rota; and if they are willing to water, whether they could then raise the order for the planters on our behalf.  We have an application in to the Coop’s community fund to pay for planters at Burleigh Hill, and we await a response (closing date 27th January).
iv. Park and Ride update:  Plans are on track for the next three planters at the Park and Ride, with an application in to Mick George’s community fund to provide skips, soil and gravel for us.  It was agreed that, if we have a positive response from Mick George, Robin should go ahead with arranging dates with SP Landscapes; and that Hattie should ask for repeat sponsorship from Marshalls and Stagecoach.
v. Norris Museum garden update:  Marney reported on her meeting with Sarah at the Norris Museum, and explained that she is planning to design an accessible sensory garden in cooperation with the staff at the museum.  The builders would undertake the hard landscaping, and SIiB volunteers would then help with the planting, probably not until June.
vi. Westfield School update: We are still waiting to hear from Westfield School about cooperation with their parent association for planned clearance and revitalisation of their pond area.  Robin explained that they could also apply for a Bridget Smith bursary for materials and tools for the project.  Hattie will contact Jill and they will then get in touch with Westfield again.  
vii. Feedback from Town council on maintenance of benches: Rianna had reported the two broken benches on Crown Place and in Broad Leas on our behalf to the town clerk.  The bench in Crown Place belonged to HDC and has now been removed; she will follow up the request for repair/replacement of the one in Broad Leas.
viii. Fundraising: It was agreed that the rectangular design for the sponsors’ sticker would make new impact this year.  Hattie will investigate prices for decals.
ix. Draft letter to pubs:  The letter will be re-drafted with Helen’s advice as to wording.  Marney expressed concerns as to how much help the pubs could receive, and Robin suggested that the winning pub from our local competition this year should be entered in Anglia in Bloom next year, as we have to make the entry before the displays are in full bloom.
x. Possible bat and bird boxes:  Marney said that she has identified several suitable trees for boxes and has talked to the council about permission.  The idea of selling boxes at the launch in April - to be put up at the buyer’s chosen location - was discussed.  Marney will source suitable boxes and investigate prices and Hattie will confirm permission for bat boxes to be put in Westwood Rd cemetery.

3. a) Planter behind Waitrose and b) ideas for improvement of bus station: 
a) Sandra explained that the new planter in Station Rd that had been paid for by Waitrose green token fund last year, had not been maintained by the council.  The committee thanked her for re-planting it with primulas for the winter, and Hattie will request whether it can be replanted along with the others in the spring.  
b) Sandra and Colin then led a discussion about the unappealing state of the town bus station to visitors to the town, and how this might be remedied.  Helen Dye was introduced to the committee, and explained that she would like to be involved in a project such as the bus station improvement that would make a measurable contribution to enhancing the environment of the town and the consequent wellbeing of its citizens.  Hattie had sent an email to HDC asking who the committee should approach with any new proposals, and we await a response from them.  In the meantime, Colin will talk to the art department at St Ivo school to sound out whether they would like to become involved in designing a mural, Sandra and Margaret will talk to the Town Team and Helen will talk to other community groups.

4. The TIMETABLE for this year’s meetings was agreed.



5. CORRESPONDENCE:  Interest was expressed in the letter offering free groups of trees from HDC, and Julie will follow this up.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) Robin had met Tom and Sue Rawlinson, and Tom had offered him photos from five years of St Ives in Bloom.  He is willing to choose the most interesting to make into a video “from silver to gold” which could be shown at e.g. the judges’ tea or the Heritage Open Weekend.  The committee was keen for him to do this, and thanked him for the idea.
b) Margaret expressed concern about the state of Horse Chestnut trees, and had an article which advised people how to reduce the spread of the disease by collecting the leaves fallen under their trees.  Marney asked her to prepare an information leaflet that members of the committee could give out at the launch or to residents.
c) Colin has been in touch with Charlie Wilkins of HDC about sweeping paths.  HDC staff are now clearing the path between Ramsey Road and Pig Lane alongside Westfield and Eastfield schools, but there is a problem for their large machine on Thicket Path.  Colin has swept the path while this is being sorted out. 
d) It was decided that there should be no working parties until February.  Dates were finalised after the meeting and are shown below:
Wednesday 1st Feb, 10 – 11.30am: The Park and Ride for a litter pick.
Tuesday 7th Feb, 10 – 11.30am: The Waits to tidy the beds, add a few primulas etc.
Wednesday 15th Feb, 10 – 11.30am: Broad Leas cemetery to cut back ivy from the monuments and tidy around the graves.
Thursday 23rd Feb, 11.30am – 1.45pm: Westwood Road cemetery (The Eco Ivo group are coming at 1.15.)  Activity to be arranged.
Tuesday 28th Feb, 10 – 11.30am: Westwood Road cemetery.  Activity to be arranged.
Tuesday 7th March, 10am – 12pm: Park and Ride, weeding if necessary and litter pick.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
7. DRAFT ROUTE FOR JUDGES and DRAFT LEAFLET for LOCAL COMPETITION:  Hattie and Bunty had discussed and prepared a draft route for the judges and this was given out at the end of the meeting so that all committee members could look at the draft route before the February meeting.  The subgroup organising the local competition was given the draft leaflet to look at and decide on amendments.

8.  DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 6th February at The Golden Lion.




St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk
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