Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion
at 7.00pm on 20th July 2015

Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman)
Moreen Wells (Vice Chairman)
		Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
		Jill Burt (Holt Island)
		Linda Croucher (Gardening club)
		
(Volunteers had been invited to attend and Margaret King and 
Bunty Rawlings were welcomed to the meeting.)

	1. Apologies for absence were received from Colin Saunderson, Jude Ongeri, Hayley Weightman, Peter Baker
	
	
	Action

	

	
2. REPORT ON JUDGING DAY      Marney and Moreen reviewed the judges’ tour of St Ives and explained that they had seemed to enjoy their day and had made some positive suggestions for consideration during the next year, such as looking carefully at the criteria before planning activities, the possibility of putting planters on the bridge and of trying to get sponsorship for the low planters on the Park and Ride. 

3. ST IVES IN BLOOM COMPETITION    Jill is arranging visits to the winning gardens for members of the committee and volunteers who are interested.  She will email the details when they are finalised.

4. REVIEW OF THINGS THAT WE HAVE LEARNT OVER THIS YEAR’S CAMPAIGN   Our achievements this year were discussed, along with areas where we have had difficulties.  Jill suggested that we should send copies of the minutes of our meetings to the Town council clerk so that we can work more effectively with the council committees in future years, and this was agreed.  We should make sure that the council is fully informed of our plans and that the jobs such as spraying for weeds and street cleaning are fully synchronised.  She also suggested that a letter from the Mayor to shop owners would show that they whole town was working together.

5. PUBLICITY
Hattie said that we had received publicity in all the local press, and that The Quay intends to publish a fuller article when the results are known. 

6. CEMETERIES SURVEY
Hattie showed a copy of the information sent to the July Amenities committee (see appendix i)

7. EXPENDITURE AND PAYMENTS FROM MAY 2015
As Colin was not there it was agreed to wait for the details of expenditure until the AGM.


8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS and CORRESPONDENCE
Arrangements were confirmed for weeding and deadheading at the Park and Ride and on the Waits on July 21st.  Marney suggested that she should buy crocus bulbs to add to the Park and Ride planting in the autumn, and this was agreed.
The committee was reminded of bulb planting dates already agreed on 10th and 17th October.

Hattie will send thank you letters to businesses who have made a special effort with their floral arrangements during this year, and to Wheatfields School and the Free Church.

9. DATE OF AGM and NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the date of the AGM should be at the end of September after we hear the results of this year’s campaign on 17th September.  We are waiting to hear the date of the HRAA September/October meetings so that we do not inadvertently clash dates again.  The time, place and agenda will be sent out at the beginning of September.
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Appendix i:  
Submission to the Amenities Committee, prepared 14th July 2015

As suggested during our meeting with the Town Clerk in the spring, St Ives in Bloom prepared to consult with the wider community about care for the closed cemeteries of Westwood Road and Broad Leas, and started by giving out a survey to the public at the launch of St Ives in Bloom on 18th April.  We have so far received 36 responses, and thought that these should be communicated to the Amenities Committee.  We will let you know any additional results if they come in, as the survey is still on our website and copies at the Corn Exchange.

The introduction read as follows:
St Ives in Bloom would like to encourage care for the parts of the cemeteries where there are no standing stones or memorials, as small nature reserves.  Both cemeteries have an interesting flora and fauna, already providing a good habitat for a great variety of birds and plant life.  In order to encourage more bird and insect activity, the grass and wildflowers would be left to grow long in designated parts of the cemeteries (while the paths remain regularly cut).  
The proposed areas are:
· along the Northern wall in Westwood Road cemetery
· along the Southern wall and under the hedges in the Victorian end of Broad Leas cemetery


Respondents were then asked to tick the box if they agreed with the following statements.  
Below are the questions asked and the responses to them, with no being assumed if the questions were not marked:

	Statement – 
(respondents were asked to agree or disagree)
	Those with relatives buried in the churchyard
	Those with no relatives/personal connection

	
	yes
	no
	don’t know
	yes
	no
	don’t know

	

	1. I would like a small nature area to be designated along the wall in Westwood Road Cemetery.
	2
	
	1
	32
	1
	

	2. I would like a small nature area to be designated along the wall in the Victorian part of Broad Leas Cemetery
	3
	
	
	31
	1
	1

	3. I would be upset at the inclusion of a nature area in the old cemeteries.
	
	3
	
	1
	32
	

	4. I would not mind if there was a nature area in the old cemeteries, as long as it did not impede visitors to the graves.
	2
	1
	
	24
	9
	

	5. I would like dogs to be banned from the old cemeteries.
	1
	2
	
	9
	24
	

	6. I would not mind if dogs were allowed in old cemeteries, but on leads only.
	2
	1
	
	23
	10
	

	7. I would not mind dogs in the old cemeteries.
	1
	2
	
	6
	27
	

	8. I would like information boards to be installed at the entrance to the cemeteries, along with the rules about dogs.
	1
	2
	
	28
	5
	

	

	TOTALS
	3
	33



Respondents were asked to make any additional comments they had overleaf, and the 4 responses are included below:
· “Generally a great idea.”
· “I think all the cemeteries should be used as wildlife/nature reserves but also family plants around graves.”
· “I have noticed that the cemetery at Westwood Road is in a very poor state.”
· (“The only thing I do not like about SIiB are the ‘NEAT STREET’ signs.”)
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