Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 11th July 2016


Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman)
Linda Croucher (Vice Chairman) 
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer) 
Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
Rianna D’Souza (Town Council)
Ryan Fuller (SITI, District Council)
		Moreen Wells (Resident)
Robin Bletsoe (HRAA)
Margaret King (Town Team)
Julie Pepper (Resident)
Bunty Rawlings (Resident)
	

	1. Apologies were received from: Jill Burt, Peter Baker, Jude Ongeri

2. Welcome:  Rianna D’Souza was welcomed to the meeting.  She is keen to be involved in St Ives in Bloom, both as our new representative from the Town Council but also as a volunteer during weekend working parties, as she has a keen interest in gardening and the environment.  Hattie will let her know the planned dates for the autumn.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM JUNE MINUTES

i. Flower posts on The Waits:  The Town clerk has let us know that the metal posts do not belong to the Town Council, but are supplied with the hanging baskets as a favour.  They have not been put in the beds as yet this year.
ii. Troughs for the town and Kings Hedges:  Committee members have received many compliments for the troughs, including on the Street Life website, and people are particularly pleased that Kings Hedges has been improved.  A plaque has been attached to one of the tubs explaining that they have been provided by St Ives in Bloom with money from local shopkeepers and the Rotary Club.
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Update on Park and Ride:  Robin reported that with the warmer weather the wildflower area has started to grow and that the new beds have been weeded and are looking good.  Bunty suggested that the eryngiums should be staked (as was necessary on the curved planters last year), and Marney will go and see whether she thinks this would be advisable before the next volunteer morning.  (Hattie has found some costings for the board suggested at the last meeting, but discussion of this was postponed until the autumn.)
iv. War memorial troughs: We are due to receive a letter in response to our application to the District Council for funding for new troughs this week.  Ryan reported that we had not been successful.
v. Waitrose ‘community matters’ scheme: The Town council has provided a new trough attached to The Old Riverport sign in Station Road, and Waitrose has agreed to water it.  We are still waiting to hear how much money we have received and the date of the volunteer event with Waitrose.
vi. Local garden competition:  Marney reported on the very high standard and increased number of entrants to the garden competition.  There were 16 gardens, and she and Linda awarded 4 gold, 1 silver gilt, 2 silver, 6 bronze, 1 highly commended and 2 commended.  Prizes and certificates will be given at the Corn Exchange event.  The allotment holders were given 4 gold, 4 silver gilt, 5 silver, 2 bronze and one highly commended.  They will be presented with their certificates at the Flower and Produce Show – there is a slot arranged for the SIiB presentation at 3.50pm.  Colin will let Hattie know the names of the plotholders so she can print the certificates.

vii. Telephone boxes and street furniture:  Ryan thanked Colin for painting the other telephone box, as he had not had time.  There was some discussion about painting or cleaning the benches and the litter bins.  Ryan explained that he had let Colin and Hattie know of the offer HDC had made to improve any street furniture on the judges’ route.  Hattie had written to both councils with details of the route, and they have made arrangements to clean before the judges’ visit.  Many committee members have seen evidence of weed spraying, although Robin explained that this work is very dependent on the weather.  Hattie was asked to email Charlie Wilkinson (HDC) a further time.  Meanwhile Colin is continuing to carry out maintenance on any benches that are in a particularly poor state. 

4.   Final plans for judges’ visit:  Marney reviewed the agreed judges’ route and the plans finalised at the subgroup meeting on 4th July.  Colin will get in touch with Richard Yeldon with all details of the route and check that his car will hold six people as well as the driver.

5. Final plans for hospitality:  Moreen reported on the plans for hospitality which she had planned with Jill (for Holt Island) and Julie (for the Corn Exchange).   All sponsors and council representatives, as well as competitors in the local competition, have been invited.

6.  Plans for “last minute” cleaning and weeding: Dates were confirmed for working parties this week and next:  Tuesday 12th, Broad Leas 10am; Thursday 14th, Market Hill 10am; Monday 18th, The Waits 6pm; Tuesday 19th, Park and Ride 10am; Wednesday 20th, meeting at 4pm on The Quay to check all areas of the route and Bridge St in particular.

7.  Request to sponsor Flower and Produce Show: As usual we have been asked to sponsor the Flower Section but also this year to pay for the medals for the schools competition.  It was agreed that St Ives in Bloom should give £75 to the Show for prizes.

8.  Request from Parish Church:  We have had a request to help with funding for plants for the tubs outside the Parish Church (donated by us in September 2015).  A volunteer has been paying to replant the tubs herself.  The Committee agreed to fund her purchases for the coming year, and to discuss further contributions with the PCC for the following year.   It was felt that the planting did enhance the area for both residents and tourists, as well as for the churchgoers.

9.  Darwood Pond Car Park:  Two willow trees in raised beds at Darwood Pond Car Park have had to be cut down because of dead heartwood, and the suggestion has been made that St Ives in Bloom could replant the beds.  Robin and Marney explained that as the tree dies back it may cause the bed to collapse, or else the tree will act as if coppiced.  They were not sure whether it would be possible to grind out the trunks at that height.  Both recommended waiting for 12 months to assess the degree of damage.



10.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) We have received an email from Peter Baker suggesting putting posters to commemorate the Battle of the Somme on what used to be Warehouse Clearance.  Margaret will find out exactly what is possible and will get in touch to ask for helpers if we are able to put them up next week.
b) The Rotary Club have been in touch to offer their help at the daffodil bulb planting sessions on 15th October.


11. DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on:
Monday 12th September, at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion,
and that the AGM will then be planned for October.

Hattie will email committee members the date of the Anglia in Bloom Awards Ceremony.








St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,  
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk
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