Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion
at 7.00pm on 8th June 2015

Present:  	Moreen Wells (Vice Chairman)
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer)
		Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
Pam Edey (Town Council)
		Jill Burt (Holt Island)
		Peter Baker (Civic Society)
		Jude Ongeri (HRAA)


	1.  Apologies for absence were received from Marney Hall, Robin Bletsoe, Linda Croucher, Hayley Weightman, Ryan Fuller

2. REPORT ON PORTFOLIO
Hattie is continuing to work on the Portfolio.  If there are any more pictures she will need them by the 22nd June.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 11/05/2015
i. The route that the judges will be taking, and the timing, was discussed and confirmed (see appendix i).
ii. Reports of progress were heard on the following areas
a) Town bus station.  Moreen explained that the Town Council and HDC were going to manage more than had been arranged at the meeting on 5th May.  There will be 6 hanging baskets on 3 lamp posts and the council is planning to add troughs and to paint the toilet doors before 9th July.  Colin has been getting permission to repaint the corrugated iron wall from Coral, and is hoping for funding for the paint.  Linda has bought plants which she is going to add to the rather neglected perennial bed by the toilets.
b) War memorial and Seven Wives Roundabout.  Marney has promised to revitalise the displays around the war memorial by the end of June, but they are looking tired now - Colin will take them to her house when she is back from holiday.  The catmint is out on the 7 wives roundabout – it will need weeding and checking for litter at the start of July.
c) Park and Ride.  Hattie reported that there were 8 volunteers at the Park and Ride on Thursday 4th, and that even the low planters were looking good with the ivy cut back and the irises in flower. Volunteers undertook a litter pick nearby when they had completed the weeding of the main beds.  Only one more weeding morning will be necessary in July.
d) Benches, Bridge Street and The Quay.  Moreen reported that volunteers had painted the benches at the bus station, and repainted on the Waits.  There are 5 benches on the Quay that will need repainting.

e) East Street.  Moreen reported that the houses with hanging baskets that front on to East Street, and the sponsoring businesses, had had letters delivered to them about the judging day, and that she had bought planters ready for the area.  She is in discussion with Ellis Winters about replacing the shrubs in their planters.
f) Town centre.  The boarded up ‘Warehouse Clearance’ site was discussed and Peter reported that the Town Team has put forward ideas to the Town Council about possible improvements to the appearance of the building while work is under way.  They are still waiting for a response and Pam will follow this up.
Jill reported that she had delivered letters about judging day to sponsoring businesses in Free Church Passage and Bull Lane, and will talk to Tookey’s about putting troughs on the window sills outside the café.  Peter reported that the Civic Society was still in discussion with Cambridgeshire County Council about retaining the old lamp standards in the town centre and had involved the MP.  The committee agreed to support the Civic Society.
g) Woolpack Lane graffiti.  Jill reported that she had been able to obtain expert advice from Matthew Fremantle the street cleaner leader of HDC about the graffiti.  His view was that any chemical treatment or even a power washer would damage the old bricks and so there was no possibility of safe removal.  The committee expressed its disappointment but thanked Jill for her efforts and Matthew Fremantle for his time and expertise.
h) Broad Leas cemetery.  Hattie reported on a successful volunteer morning at Broad Leas cemetery, and that the plug plants in the entrance and along the pathways were now growing well.  Colin had removed the ivy from the fence as the Amenities Committee had requested at their meeting in January, and has made some progress with clearance around the graves.  The Town council maintenance has since put grass cuttings on one of the area of new planting under the trees, although we understood that grass is no longer to be composted in this area.  At our next volunteer morning we will try and clear this area again, and firm up on Town Council plans when management of the cemeteries is next under discussion at the Amenities Committee.  
i) The Waits.  Hattie corrected the information she had given in the May minutes:  The discussion under agenda item 3i) was, subsequent to the meeting, found to be based on an incorrect premise about the flower beds at present planted up by the Huntingdonshire District Council.  These will continue to be the responsibility of HDC, and HDC have confirmed that it will be responsible for planting and maintaining them this year.


j) Town council noticeboard on town side of The Waits.  The committee was very pleased with all the improvements and repairs to the council noticeboards around the town.

iii. Other areas to be checked for litter/other work needed before 9th July:
Moreen identified other areas that need work before the judges’ visit, and four more volunteering dates were arranged.  Hattie will email volunteers.

iv. Survey questions:    Hattie reported that 3 more surveys had been returned, and that the results would be forwarded to the Amenities committee for their September meeting.

v. Publicity:    Hattie reported that publicity about the St Ives in Bloom campaign had been in all the local press, and that the Hunts Post were arranged for 9th July.  She will invite the other local press.  An article is being arranged in the Quay News for July. 

vi. Expenditure from May 2015, money still available to spend:   Colin confirmed that there would be enough money for all the planned expenditure on flowers and paint.  He will arrange repayment of money to the committee members.

vii. Confirmation of funding agreed for Flower and Produce Show:   Hayley had asked whether St Ives in Bloom would again be funding a donation for prizes for the Flower and Produce Show, and it was agreed that Marney could go ahead and arrange this as usual this year.   
        
viii. St Ives in Bloom competition and prizes:    Hattie will consult with Marney to arrange the prizes for the competition, and will check with her that she has finalised the details for the judging on 1st July (domestic and businesses) and 11th July (allotments).


4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS and CORRESPONDENCE
It was agreed that arrangements for coffee at the Corn Exchange and tea at the Norris Museum on 9th July would be discussed at the next meeting. 


5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 29th June, 7.30pm - The Golden Lion
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL
www.stivesinbloom.co.uk


Appendix i

	Time
	Location
	Section
	Notes                                                               (Special nominations *)

	9.30
	1.  Corn Exchange
	C2
	Presentation to Judges.                    Have coffee and introduction.

	10.00
	2.  Market Hill 
	A1, A4, B3, B4
	Look at street floral displays and hanging baskets.  Look at historical information and hear about involvement of shops and pubs in improving the environment.

	10.10
	3.  Town Bus Station

	A2, A4, B4, C5 
	Look at commercially sponsored hanging baskets, hear about agreements with HDC and Town Council, together with newly-painted street furniture and wall.

	10.20

	4.  Cromwell Mews
	A4
	Look at involvement of two small groups of shops – both working together to improve the environment of their street – with the 2nd group inspired by direct involvement from St Ives in Bloom.

	
	5.  *  Free Church Passage, Bull Lane
	A4, C3, C5
	

	10.30
	6.  Bridge Street and The Quay
	A1, A4, B2, B5
	Look at floral displays in Bridge Street.
View Old Riverport information displays, chapel and disabled access pier.  

	10.40
	7. *  Wilhorn Meadow, Chubb stream meadow and the Bridge
	B1, B2, B3, B4, C3
	Travel by boat to appreciate the central part the river has played in St Ives’ development, and still does now.  Hear about biodiversity management and conservation policies concerning the meadows and river litter pick.

	10.55
	8. *  Holt Island and Noble’s Field (from the river)
	B1, B3, C2
	Hear about conservation and management policies concerning Holt Island and Noble’s Field.  If time, look across Noble’s fields to Thicket and forest schools area. 

	11.10
	9.  *  The Waits
Parish Churchyard
	A1, A2, A4, B2, B5, A3
	Moor at the Waits and look at local authority displays.  Hear about the newly designed ‘Jazzy’ bed and plans for bulb/wildflower planting in closed cemetery areas.

	11.20
	10.  *  *  Holt Island
	B1, B3, B5, C1, C2, C3, C4
	Hear about conservation and education at Holt Island, including fun days out of term time with the Norris Museum and its facilities for bikes and special needs.

	11.40
	11. *  Harvest Court
	A1, A3
	Hear about the success of the community garden.

	11.50
	12.  East Street and Crown Place
	A1, A4, B4, C5
	Explain success of East street sponsorship involvement and improvement of area, including ‘guerilla gardening’.

	
12.00
	13.  Meadow Lane and *  Bus station at Park and Ride
	B1, B2, B3, B4,  C1, C2, C4
	Look at Ouse valley Way, new bike path, sailing club and boating area from Meadow Lane.  View Park and Ride planters, and hear ongoing plans.

	12.15
	14.  *  Farm Club
Lunch at Farm Club café
	A1, A2, A3, C2
	Hear about success of ‘Grow Your Own’ project.    (End of morning session, reserving ¼ hr for park in the afternoon.)          

	1.20
	15.  *  Wheatfields School 
	C1, C2, C3
	View sensory garden and talk to children and TAs about gardening club potato growing competition.

	1.50
	16. *  Hill Rise Park 
and allotment area
	A2, A3, A5, B2, B4, B5
	View activities available for young people and the summer meadow with cut path.  Hear about carnival and Music Festival, look at dog walking area and wood.

	2.10
	17. Hill Rise, 
St Audrey Lane, Slepe Hall Field
	A2, A3, A4, A5
	Look at Long Plantation and new planting at Thorndown School, planting by new housing and new play equipment, flower bed and bench in Slepe Hall field.

	2.30
	18.  *  Broad Leas cemetery
	A2, A3, B1, B3, C1, C2, C3, C4
	View new management plan of cemetery and improvements.  See other portfolio

	3.10
	19.  Globe Car Park 
	A3
	View Globe Car Park sustainable planting.

	3.15
	20. The Norris Museum
*  VE Day garden
	B3, B5, C2, C5
	Press and photos, meet the sponsors and volunteers.
Have tea and refreshments.




