Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 13th June 2016

Present:  	Linda Croucher (Vice Chairman) 
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer) 
Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
		Moreen Wells (Resident)
Robin Bletsoe (HRAA)
Margaret King (Town Team)
Fred King (Resident)
Julie Pepper (Resident)
Bunty Rawlings (Resident)
	
	1. Apologies were received from: Marney Hall, Jill Burt, Peter Baker, Jude Ongeri, Ryan Fuller
2. Fred King was welcomed to the meeting – he is interested in volunteering with St Ives in Bloom

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MAY MINUTES
i. Flower posts on The Waits:  We are still waiting for a response to the painting of metal posts for The Waits.  Hattie will ask again, and if not we will have to paint them ourselves once they have been put in the beds.
ii. Troughs for Kings Hedges:  Linda updated us on the troughs from Kings Hedges.  She had planted up some small troughs but then, with extra money donated by the Rotary Club for this purpose, she had been able to buy bigger tubs and put them by the Town Council noticeboard. Colin will help move them into place.  Jill will be asked to order some brass plaques similar to the ones on the Free Church barrels.
iii. Update on roundabouts:  Hattie reported on her discussion with John Souter, the Chairman of the Town Team, who had some designs for willow animals on the roundabout on Needingworth Road.  She had raised the question of insurance with him, which he will look into.  There was some discussion about how these sculptures would best be seen, and Margaret and Sandra (SIiB volunteer) will feed this back to the Town Team.  We are waiting for an engineer’s plan to the possible mast on the Low Road roundabout.
iv. Update on Park and Ride:  Robin reported that the main planters were looking good, and that the new plants had taken well, but that a lot of weeds had come up through the gravel.  He is going to weed these on Thursday 16th at 10.  Meanwhile the wildflowers have not germinated so well, with a very cold session just after they were sown.  Robin has sprayed the thistles that have come through, and is going to dig out the comfrey.  Bunty suggested the possibility of an information board for the public, and it was agreed that this would be a good idea, although the cost of a permanent board might be prohibitive.  Hattie will find out some detailed costings.
v. Town troughs:  Linda reported that all the troughs had been put around the Free Church, and their design was praised by the rest of the committee.  Volunteers in the Fairtrade shop and Tookeys café have again agreed to water them.  Moreen, Linda, Julie and Bunty were thanked for all their hard work.


vi. War memorial troughs: Hattie has applied to HDC for match funding through their community chest scheme for new troughs for the War Memorial.  Final decisions about the type of planter will be taken in consultation with the Civic Society and the British Legion when we know whether we have received funding.  Meanwhile, Marney will replant the plastic troughs next week.
vii. Waitrose ‘community matters’ scheme: We are waiting for Waitrose to set the date in October for their volunteers to help us with planting bulbs and a planter on Station Road, with the money from the green tokens.  Hattie will send another email to check if we have not heard by the end of the month.
viii. Final plans for local competition St Ives in Bloom:  Hattie reported that there are so far 11 gardens (now 16) in the ‘private garden’ competition, and that Marney and Linda should be the judges, with an ‘open morning’ possible on 29th.  Marney has arranged the allotment judging on 2nd July, and Robin and Colin are meeting to identify no more than 15 potential winners next week.  
ix. Sponsorship requests to shops:  More money has been raised from the sponsorship scheme, with a total of £822 raised from the shops.  Marshalls and Stagecoach had each donated £225 for the Park and Ride.
x. Bulb planting:  Times and dates for daffodil planting were confirmed:  Saturday 15th October from 10-12, in Burstellars and St Audrey Lane; Saturday 22nd October from 10-12, along the path in the Parish Churchyard, as long as we obtain permission from the Town Council and the parishioners are able to volunteer on this date; Thursday 17th November at Westwood Road verge, together with the EcoIvo group; Saturday 19th November, reserve date.  Robin will order the bulbs from his supplier in Cornwall.
xi. Telephone boxes:  Colin has finished painting ‘his’ telephone box, and has prepared the other one ready for Ryan to paint.  He will get in touch with Ryan to arrange this.
xii. Report on other street furniture:  Colin has let the District Council (through Ryan) know which HDC rubbish bins need replacement.  The Town clerk has emailed Hattie in answer to her request to repaint the benches on The Waits that the Town council is not responsible for the benches in town.  We therefore decided that, to avoid losing points from the judges for their poor condition, our volunteers would have to paint the wooden slats with another coat of Sadolin paint.  West End are kindly giving us some paint, and Colin and Fred both offered to help paint the benches.  The utility boxes have already been painted by the Town council team.
xiii. Report from EcoIvo and Westwood Road cemeteries:  There had been a successful weeding and planting session at Westwood Road, with volunteers bringing plants to put in empty spaces in the wildflower area, and to fill out the hedge.  Then at lunchtime the EcoIvo group planted an area of lemon balm plants. The students said they were keen to join us to put in bulbs in the autumn, and they are also planting trees within the Ivo’s grounds.  

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Plans for judges’ visit and itinerary timings:  The plans for the judges’ route were finalised, and Marney, Linda, Robin and Hattie will have an extra meeting at Robin’s house to make sure that the judges will have all the information they need (4th July at 10am).  The plans for hospitality for the day were discussed, and Julie, Moreen, Margaret and Hattie will have an extra meeting at Julie’s house (4th July at 1.30pm) to finalise the plans.  All sponsors and council representatives, as well as competitors in the local competition, will be invited for 21st July.

5. Final additions for portfolio:  Hattie asked for any additional information for the portfolio to be sent to her this week, as it has to be sent to the judges by the end of June.

6. Plans for “last minute” cleaning and weeding – request dates from councils: S.P. Landscapes (the Park and Ride maintenance company), HDC and the Town Council will be informed of the date of the judges’ visit and asked to clean and weed before they come.  The Town Council have offered to spray the weeds in Town, and they will be asked to do this in the week beginning 4th July.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) Peter and Margaret let us know that Balfour Beatty are going to leave the remaining old style lights in town until after 21st July.
b) There will be hanging baskets put on the Robin Hood pub.
c) Margaret explained that there is a possibility that the Heritage Open Days will not go ahead this year.  Members of the committee expressed their disappointment, and wondered if it was not possible to ask the Norris museum for help.  We would be happy to support the Civic Society in any event they plan.
d) Bunty commented on the excellent display that had just been completed outside the Girl Guide huts on Station Road.  She asked whether it would be possible to write and let them know whether their efforts are appreciated by St Ives in Bloom, and this was agreed.  Hattie will write a letter.
e) There was some discussion about the flowerbed on The Waits, nearest the Norris Museum.  Three roses have been planted there, donated by the WI, but there is no particular cohesion with the rest of the bed.  Now a new purple leaved plum tree has been donated by the Ladybird boat charity (which takes disabled people on river trips) in memory of their leading volunteer Mr Ted Bocking, and has been planted very close to the roses.  The committee will formulate a plan for the re-siting of the roses in consultation with the local branches of the WI, to suggest to a future Amenities Committee, as the flowerbed is now lacking in a cohesive design.


8. DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on:
Monday 11th July, at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion.

St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,  
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk
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