Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 14th March 2016

Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman)
Linda Croucher (Vice Chairman)
Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
Pam Edey (Town Council)
		Robin Bletsoe (Gardening club)
		Moreen Wells (Resident)
Margaret King (Town Team) 
Bunty Rawlings (Resident)
Jude Ongeri (Resident)
Julie Pepper (Resident) (arrived during item 2)
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer) (arrived during item 2)
	
	Apologies were received from: Jill Burt, Peter Baker

2.  MATTERS ARISING FROM FEBRUARY MINUTES
i. Report from Amenities Committee: Pam reported on all the items that we had put to the Council, and a few that she is still to follow up:
a. We have permission to attach a flower trough to the new noticeboard at Kings Hedges and the town work team have agreed to water it.
b. The bus station toilet buildings, the benches and the litter bins all belong to HDC.  The Town clerk will forward our requests 2, 5 and 6.
c. Pam will follow up the request to repaint posts for the Waits display by the summer, with the Amenities committee.
d. The wire and clematis that were causing concern have been removed.
e. The town work team will work with SIiB to spray weeds in the town at the appropriate time, to be confirmed once the judges’ date is known.
ii. Update on roundabout designs:  Hattie showed a design for a “mast and sail” put forward by John Souter of the Town Team.  The committee liked the design but felt that the writing was too big, and that it gave the impression that the ‘Old Riverport’ was at Jones Boatyard rather than in town.  Marney was concerned that the shrubs on the roundabout might be damaged.  Hattie will feed back these opinions to the Town Team.  A discussion followed about the damage done to the roundabout by Meadow Lane by the contractors installing the lights.  Hattie was asked to write to Marketing Force expressing our disappointment, and to ask whether the contractors, perhaps in consultation with Marney, will contribute to making good the damage.
iii. Update on Park and Ride:  Robin reported back on the positive meeting that he and Linda had had with the new maintenance contractor at the Park and Ride – Simon Luckings of SP Landscapes.  Simon had explained that they have little leeway to make improvements but were happy to work with St Ives in Bloom.  They are seeding the area around the bus station offices and toilets, leaving an area to be planted with wildflower seeds by us.  They have also agreed to clear 3 planters on the roadway without charge, ready for the topsoil and gravel to be donated by Mick George.  Meanwhile Stagecoach East have agreed to pay for the plants (£250) in one of the beds.  Marshalls and Wyevale have also been asked to contribute.  Dates of the work parties were discussed and finalised (see appendix i).  There followed some discussion about the most suitable plants for the areas, and Robin had brought a list of suggestions.  It was agreed that any follow-up ideas should be sent to Hattie by 19th March.  Marney will then incorporate the committee’s opinions into her planting scheme and the plants will be ordered straight after the next meeting, in time for planting on 10th May. 
iv. Submission(s) for pub award:  Robin will talk to The Merchant House and let Hattie know the result before the closing date for Anglia in Bloom.
v. Town troughs:  Linda explained that she will buy the troughs as agreed last meeting.  She will also order plants to be agreed by a planning subcommittee meeting, ready for a ‘potting up’ morning at the start of May (appendix i).  Marney has arranged with Colin that he will take the war memorial troughs to her house and she will pot those up, also with a red white and blue design.
vi. Waitrose ‘community matters’ scheme: Hattie reported that she had put in two requests to Waitrose – one asking for money for a small flower bed at the base of the ‘Old Riverport’ sign behind Waitrose on Station road; the other asking for volunteer help to cut back brambles and tidy up the area between Waitrose and Harrison Way, including the verge on Station Road.  Sandra Tremlett (Town Team) has also been in touch with Waitrose about this area.
vii. Response from football team:  Colin has received no further response from the football team about helping with tasks to support the community.  Meanwhile, the ‘Eco Ivo’ group agreed to help with planting wildflowers on the verge at the edge of Westwood Cemetery, and the event on Thursday 10th was very successful.  
viii. Launch of St Ives in Bloom campaign:  Hattie asked that committee members should let her know when they can help on the morning/lunchtime of Saturday 2nd April at the Farmers’ Market.  
ix. Local competition:  Hattie showed examples of the printed flyers and leaflets, and people who knew of attractive gardens were encouraged to take flyers round to them.
x. Sponsorship requests to shops:  Moreen explained that a planning group meeting had been held and that the lists of shops had been shared between herself, Jill, Julie and Bunty; they intend to visit all the shops by May.
xi. Setting dates for work parties, April and May:  There was some discussion about dates, with the Park and Ride already confirmed (see appendix i).
xii. Banner/publicity for work parties: Linda will follow up a contact she has and let Marney know.
xiii. Report from Broad Leas:  Colin reported on the noticeable improvements at Broad Leas cemetery.  The council work team have cleared the piles of cut ivy.  Colin has plans to remove the sparrow box to a better place.
xiv. Ideas for utility boxes:  The idea of ‘local history’ coverings for the boxes was praised.  We will ask the Town Team to follow this up – Linda’s pictures have already been submitted to their meeting.
xv. Bulb planting:  Robin and Moreen expressed their disappointment that the daffodil bulbs planted last autumn on the verge near Wheatfields appear to have been damaged – although it is not certain why the hoped for display is not as expected, especially after the very wet winter.  However, the display on Pig Lane has been very successful, and the community (who paid for the bulbs and helped to plant) are very pleased.  

Various areas were suggested for this autumn’s planting: Burstellars, The Pound, Westwood Road, Nursery Gardens/St Audrey Lane and The Parish Churchyard.  Hattie agreed to email the Eco Ivo group and Caroline Armes (in charge of church flowers) and ask both whether they would be interested in helping to plant bulbs in October.  Jude will find out whether she can get support for small bulb planting from her neighbours on Nursery Gardens.

3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a. Marney expressed concern about the state of the telephone box on Market Hill, which needs painting.  Colin will get in touch with Peter to find out who he needs to contact to ask about maintenance.
b. Arrangements were made by the group attending the launch of Anglia in Bloom, at the end of the meeting.

4. DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on:
Monday 18th April, at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion.
























St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,  
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk

Appendix i:  Diary Dates

	All??
	Date
	PLACE, TIME and TASK

	
	April 
	NB:  APRIL AND MAY FIXED TIMETABLE

	ROTA
	Saturday 2nd
	SIiB LAUNCH at market stall, 8 til 2.  
This is a ROTA – please let Hattie know what time you are available.

	ALL
	Thursday 7th
	PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 1, Preparing ground for wildflowers

	
GROUP
	Tuesday 12th
	(Beds being cleared at Park and Ride – professionals only)
Group to attend Anglia in Bloom launch

	ALL
	Wednesday 13th 
	PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 12,  Spreading topsoil in cleared beds

	ALL
	Thursday 14th
	PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 12,  Spreading gravel in cleared beds

	ALL
	Monday 18th
	MEETING GOLDEN LION: 7.30 til 9pm

	ALL
	Tuesday 19th
	BROADLEAS:  10 til 12, Planting and tidying up areas already cut back

	ALL
	Thursday 21st
	ADDITIONAL PARK AND RIDE:  9.30 til 12,  
Spreading topsoil and gravel in cleared beds

	ALL
GROUP
	Tuesday 26th
	THE WAITS:  10 til 12,  Weeding and litter pick
Group to buy plants for troughs during this week

	
	May 
	

	GROUP

GROUP
	Tuesday 3rd

4th to 6th 
	Group potting up troughs for Free Church/Kings Hedges
Last sponsorship requests to be completed this week – other volunteers to be asked to help if required 

	ALL
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 9th
	MEETING GOLDEN LION: 7.30 til 9pm

	ALL
	Tuesday 10th
	PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 1,  Planting shrubs/grasses in cleared beds

	
	Wednesday 11th 
	(Backup for above) 

	ROTA
	Friday 13th
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ROTA
	Monday 16th
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ALL
	Tuesday 17th
	BROADLEAS:  10 til 12, Planting and tidying up designated areas 

	ROTA
	Friday 20th
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ALL
	Tuesday 24th 
	ALL PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 12, Weeding main beds, watering

	ROTA
	Friday 27th
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	
	June
	NB:  JUNE AND JULY DRAFT  TIMETABLE

	ALL
	Wednesday 1st
	THE WAITS:  10 til 12,  Weeding and watering

	ALL
	Thursday 9th
	WESTWOOD ROAD:  10 til 12, Planting with Eco Ivo group

	ROTA
	Wednesday 8th
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ALL
	Saturday 11th
	INDIVIDUALS AS INSTRUCTED:  Community litter pick

	ALL
	Monday 13th
	MEETING GOLDEN LION: 7.30 til 9pm

	ALL
	Tuesday 14th
	GLOBE CAR PARK and EAST STREET:  10 til 12,  Weeding

	ROTA
	Wednesday 15th 
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ALL
	Tuesday 21st
	THE QUAY and THE BRIDGE:  10 til 12, Deadheading, weeding

	ALL
	Tuesday 28th
	ALL PARK AND RIDE:  10 til 12, Weeding all beds, watering

	
	July
	

	ALL
	Monday 5th
	MEETING GOLDEN LION: 7.30 til 9pm

	ALL
	Tuesday 6th
	BROADLEAS:  10 til 12, Weeding and tidying, litter pick 

	ROTA
	Wednesday 7th 
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses

	ALL
	Tuesday 13th
	MARKET HILL and BUS STATION:  10 til 12,  Tidying and weeding

	ROTA
	Wednesday 14th  
	ROTA PARK AND RIDE:  Watering shrubs/grasses
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