Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 9th May 2016

Present:  	Marney Hall (Chairman) 
Linda Croucher (Vice Chairman)
Colin Saunderson (Treasurer) 
Hattie Grimwade (Secretary)
		Moreen Wells (Resident)
Robin Bletsoe
Ryan Fuller (Resident)
Jude Ongeri (Resident)
	
	1. Apologies were received from: Linda Croucher, Jill Burt, Bunty Rawlings, Julie Pepper, Peter Baker

2.  MATTERS ARISING FROM APRIL MINUTES
i. Submission to councils: 
a. We are still waiting for a response to the painting of metal posts for The Waits.
b. There was some discussion about the best size for the new flower trough on the noticeboard at Kings Hedges, and Colin and Linda will follow this up.
ii. Update on roundabouts:  Marney reported on her dealings with Marketing Force and the successful agreement to get Balfour Beatty to pay for repairs to the damaged roundabout, which was undertaken with her supervision.  She had had further discussions with Marketing Force about plans for the other roundabouts, and Hattie will report this back to the Town Team.
iii. Confirmation of arrangements for Park and Ride:  Plans were confirmed for tomorrow’s planting and Hattie showed the 2 aluminium plaques with the sponsors’ names and logos.  There was agreement that this year would be a trial year for the numbers of plants on these beds, and that if weeding or maintenance proved difficult then there was a possibility of fewer larger specimen plants on future beds in the scheme.  The problem of watering the beds was discussed, and Robin volunteered to water when needed, with Colin as his “reserve”. 
iv. Town troughs:  Moreen reported that purchase of plants and plans for planting the troughs were well underway, and that ‘potting up’ would be done at the end of May.
v. War memorial troughs: There was discussion of the plan to apply to HDC for funding for new troughs that would better match the memorial.  Hattie had looked at costs and brought examples, and it was agreed that we should ask for additional money to also fund the compost and plants. Final decisions about the type of planter will be taken in consultation with the Civic Society and the British Legion when we know whether we have received funding.
vi. Waitrose ‘community matters’ scheme: We are Waitrose’s “green token” this month, and they have also agreed to arrange a date for their volunteers to support us in improving the area between Waitrose and Harrison Way.  Hattie had provisionally agreed with them that this should be in the autumn, and this is to be confirmed.
vii. Final plans for local competition St Ives in Bloom:  The date was set for judging private gardens (Tuesday 28th June) and an acceptable number of visitors/judges were discussed.  A provisional date for allotment judging was set for 2nd July - Marney will consult with Claire Johnson, who she hopes will be able to help her as usual.
viii. Sponsorship requests to shops:  More money has been raised from the sponsorship scheme, with so far £150 from Bunty’s list, and £120 from Julie’s, to add to Moreen’s £500.  Our volunteers Sandra, Helen and Maggie have helped with fundraising, and Hattie will pass on the committee’s thanks to them.
ix. Bulb planting:  plans for this autumn’s planting:  The provisional dates for daffodil planting remain.  Colin reported on an RHS plan to link with the Rotary Club to provide crocuses for planting within communities, and Hattie is in contact with the Chair of community services, Sue Duma to discuss possibilities.  Jude will consult her neighbours about the area round Nursery Gardens which she feels are suitable for crocuses, although concerns were raised that they do not survive as well as daffodils.  Ryan suggested that next year more areas in the north of St Ives should be considered for planting, and this was agreed.
x. Telephone boxes:  Colin and Ryan are to paint the telephone boxes.
xi. Report on other street furniture:  There had been disagreement between the Town and the District councils over who was responsible for the street furniture in St Ives, and the benches, railings and utility boxes need painting.  Colin is going to let the District Council (through Ryan) know which HDC rubbish bins need replacement, and further investigate who is responsible for the other street furniture.  

3. Reports from Broad Leas and Westwood Road cemeteries:  Hattie reported that the recent working parties at both cemeteries had been very successful.  Additional bluebells and primroses were planted at Broad Leas, and the clearing of the large holly tree completed.  A weeding session at Westwood Road made sure the previous wildflower planting there retained impact.  The planned session with EcoIvo students was discussed, and it was agreed to add a small number of plants in the same area, although it is not an ideal time for planting, so as to keep the students motivated.  

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Moreen raised concerns about St Ives in Bloom being involved in local politics, in the light of published disagreement over the Town Council’s support for the In Bloom campaign.  Ryan felt that our concerns about e.g. the upkeep of the street furniture in a previous item were a reflection on the Town Council’s commitment, while others speakers felt that it was a problem of organisation.  Discussion followed of the best way to support the In Bloom competition within the context of local politics.  Marney apologised for private comments about the District Council’s apparent lack of cooperation about the hanging baskets in the bus station (a problem that has now been resolved).  Hattie spoke on behalf of volunteer gardeners who would like to work together whatever their political views.  Marney later closed the meeting by asking that party politics should not be discussed.
b) Ryan let us know that The Golden Lion is to be sold.  Hattie was asked to write a letter to Mike Purchas, the owner, to thank him for allowing our meetings here.


5. DATE and TIME of NEXT MEETING:
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on:
Monday 13th June, at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion.

St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,  
 www.stivesinbloom.co.uk
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