Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 18th September 2017


Present:  	Marney Hall 
Linda Croucher 
		Hattie Grimwade 
		Colin Saunderson 
			Julie Pepper


Robin Bletsoe 
Margaret King 
Helen Dye
Sandra Tremlett
  

	1. APOLOGIES were received from:  Bunty Rawlings, Moreen Wells, Rianna D’Souza, Ryan Fuller, Peter Baker.  

2. RESULT of Anglia in Bloom.  Marney reported on the Anglia in Bloom award ceremony and congratulated members of the committee and volunteers for helping St Ives to win gold again.  The allotment was also in the final 4 nominations for the ‘grow your own’ award; Garner Drive won ‘display by an individual’; the Park and Ride won ‘sustainable/drought resistant planting’; and Westwood Rd cemetery was awarded silver gilt.  Marney also commented on the pride of the Huntingdon Town Council staff in winning, and then maintaining, the ‘Floral display by a local authority’.  In contrast, the St Ives hanging baskets have been allowed to die over the summer, many plants on The Waits had to be replaced in early July, and The Waits beds have not been weeded since.  Colin reported that a new acting clerk has been appointed, and that the matter is being discussed at the next council Amenities Committee.  Colin and Marney have both already spoken to the Council, and will attend this meeting.  Discussion followed on the role of St Ives in Bloom.

3. MATTERS ARISING from JUNE MINUTES
i. Norris Museum garden:  Marney reported that all planting had taken place as planned and in time for the opening of the Norris Museum.  It has since been maintained by Norris Museum volunteers, but needs some replanting now that the plants have settled in, particularly as there are some very dry areas under the walls or above foundations, so that some plants were not planted deep enough.  Hattie will arrange a joint work party date with the Museum.
ii. Tiered fountain planters:  Linda reported that the new planters have been very successful, needing watering only once or in hot weather twice a week over the summer.  Members of the committee have all heard praise from the public for this initiative.  Linda is planning to buy some winter pansies and primulas to fill the planters over the winter months, and there was some discussion of the best place to buy.  (Robin offered to go to Cranbrooks and see what was available.)
iii. Westwood Rd cemetery:  Julie reported that there have been two sessions at Westwood Rd, to clear the bindweed and tidy the flowerbed.  Margaret has also cleared between the graves near the carpark, and planted grape hyacinths, violets and geraniums.  There was discussion about how to cut back the sycamores from the graves and keep the grass under control.  Hattie is to ask the TC office to let us know when it is to be cut.
iv. Park and Ride:  Robin reported that over the summer he has been trying to kill the mare’s tails which are an issue in one of the beds already planted, and also 2 beds for next year.  He will continue with this, and plans to cut back the growth in the wildflower area.  There will be two regular weeding sessions in the autumn.  We are in touch with the County Council and SP Landscapes about plans for the solar panels, and how the project will continue next year.
v. Free Church troughs:  Robin reported that the arrangements with Tookeys for watering and maintaining the troughs had worked well, but that after the scaffolding was erected to repair the spire that the troughs were no longer viable.  Julie has moved them to her garden, where she will look after them until next year, and she was thanked for this.  Comments were made that the shops in the town had made additional efforts for their own displays this year, and Hattie was asked to contact Morrisons about their plans for floral display.
vi. Roses:  Linda is still looking after the roses from the flowerbed outside Boots.  It was suggested that they might go in the flowerbed on the square outside the Norris Museum on The Waits, together with the WI roses which are not thriving very well.  There was no agreement on this idea, with some people preferring Broad Leas, and further consideration of the issue is planned.
vii. Cromwell Statue:  Colin will check on what progress has been made with the stained marks, and get in touch with Rianna direct if more needs to be done.

4. AUTUMN BULB PLANTING:  The dates for bulb planting have been arranged (see work parties list, appendix a).  Margaret suggested an alternative area on the verge at Houghton Road, and this was put on the list for next year’s planning.  Hattie apologised and explained that the places this year had been in response to requests from outside the committee, and that the dates have already been confirmed with the church and with Warners Park residents.

5. PLANNING for AGM:  The date for the AGM was agreed as 9th October at the Corn Exchange, at 7.30pm.  Hattie will confirm with them and display/catering arrangements will be made by a subcommittee nearer the time.

6. TREE CHARTER REVIEW:  Marney spoke about the difficulties of conservation and the problems of vandalism with planting new trees.  Helen spoke about the support that The Woodland Trust could give to a community who wanted to plant up an area of trees, and will bring a display for the AGM.  It was agreed that a separate meeting should be arranged if anything on this scale was envisaged.  
Colin then explained that his plan was on a smaller scale: two or three specimen trees could be planted each year to replace trees that have been taken down on roadside verges, starting with the “trees” estate off Ramsey Rd. The committee was supportive - the trees need to be of reasonable size and extra heavy standard to avoid damage by vandalism - and it is aimed to follow this up after the AGM.  
Margaret reported on the initiative to inform residents about the horse chestnut trees, and has already handed out four information sheets to people with these trees in their private gardens.  Marney said that it was not necessary to follow up where the trees were on public land, as the trees were not a danger.
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
a) Colin suggested a “river of poppies” by the wall along East Street, to mark the centenary of the end of The Great War.  He was asked to discuss the idea with The British Legion, in order to make sure we support what they have planned.
b) Julie and Linda reported that they had seen a new design of Amberol self-watering troughs which, although light plastic, were a very realistic stone effect.  Hattie will ask the Norris Museum whether they have a view on troughs on the square outside the museum, on The Waits, before pursuing the idea further.
c) There was a discussion about where the certificates and awards should go.  It was agreed that more people would see them in The Corn Exchange than in the Town Hall, and it would be a good idea to ask the Corn Exchange whether we could put up a display cabinet somewhere there.  Use of the noticeboard to the right of the Town Hall door by St Ives in Bloom and other community groups has already been suggested in our response to the Town Hall Survey. 
d) Anglia in Bloom feedback surgery and related talks will be held in Dunstable on 9th November.  Let Hattie know if you would like to attend.

 
8. DATE, TIME and VENUE of NEXT MEETINGS

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting will be the AGM, 
to be held in the Ace Suite at the Corn Exchange
from 7.30pm in Monday 9th October.
Councillors, council staff and volunteer team to be invited.

Dates for the following meetings will be:
20th November and 15th January from 7.30pm in The Golden Lion.




Anglia in Bloom feedback seminar and related talks will be held in Dunstable 
on 9th November.  
Let Hattie know if you would like to attend.













St Ives in Bloom, c/o Town Hall, Market Hill, St Ives PE27 5AL,
 siibinfo@gmail.com             www.stivesinbloom.co.uk

PTO for appendix a)
Appendix a)

Autumn Work Party Dates:

Except for the daffodil plantings, these plans are draft and may be subject to change after 3rd October, as we are waiting for confirmation of the suitable dates for the Norris Museum, and details of when the solar panels work will start on the Park and Ride.  

· 20th September 	Park and Ride			weeding main curved beds
· 26th September	The Waits			deadheading
· 3rd	October	Westwood Road		clearing graves, cutting back sycamores
· 9th October	Corn Exchange		AGM
· 10th October	Park and Ride, 		weeding, with litter pick
· 17th October 	?				re-planting roses?
· 21st October 	The Parish Churchyard	daffodil planting
· 28th October 	Warners Park			daffodil planting
· 31st	 October 	Westwood Road 		last clearing for this year
· 7th 	November	Broad Leas			tidying and planning for next year
· 9th November	Dunstable			Anglia in Bloom Seminar
· 11th November	Hill Rise/Ramsey Rd junction		daffodil planting
· 14th November	Norris Museum/Park and Ride	replanting Norris/weeding P&R
· 28th November	Norris Museum/Park and Ride	replanting Norris/weeding P&R
· December		The Waits 


If anyone would like to run a work party during week beginning 20th November, 
please let me know time and place (The Waits?) and I will add it to the list.
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