 Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held at The Golden Lion at
 7.30pm on 21st January 2019


Present:  	Linda Croucher 
		Moreen Wells 
Colin Saunderson 
Margaret King
Sarah Banks
Hattie Grimwade
Riana D’Souza


	1. APOLOGIES were received from Julie Pepper and Eileen Knight.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM NOVEMBER MINUTES:

a) Cigarette butt bins:  The Swan and Angel had offered to buy a bin, but the placement in the pavement would need to be agreed with the Town and/or District Councils.  Linda and Moreen will take this to their meeting.

b) Town Centre benches: Linda and Moreen will query progress at the meeting.

c) Plans for Station Road and the Bus Station, 2nd February:  Waitrose volunteers will be coming to this session and there will be a litter pick as well as gardening and cutting back.  Margaret will bring the dogwood that are no longer being used in the Hill Rise planter.  Sarah was thanked for all her help with publicising the Saturday work parties.

d) [bookmark: _GoBack]Plans for Park and Ride, 2nd March:  Linda will liaise with Robin and Marney to finalise plans.  There will also be a litter pick on the day.

e) Norris Museum and The Waits:  Moreen, Margaret and Hattie have been in contact with the Norris to develop the project with Spring Common.  There is a draft list of plants for the herb bed, for Marney to check and use in her design, and the Council has given its permission.  Colin raised concerns about the amount of chickweed in seasonal bedding and Linda and Moreen will discuss his idea for a bark mulch with the Town Council.    

f) Westwood Rd and Broad Leas Cemeteries: The work parties at the cemeteries have been successful, and there are plans for a possible hedgehog release at Westwood Rd.  Dates for work with the EcoIvo and the Army Cadets have been suggested but are not yet finalised.

g) Feedback on the corner of Meadow Lane and Harrison Way:  We have an email from David Stewart of the Civic Society, who is communicating with the Highways Agency about clearing the gutter and has been looking into ownership of the area.  Hattie will liaise with David to get confirmation from HDC.

h) Feedback on Utility boxes:  Margaret has been discussing the Utility boxes with the Town Team, but the project has not been followed up.  Hattie got in touch with BT Openreach and we have permission in principle to cover their boxes with an approved design.  In the first instance, Hattie will take the plan to the Norris Museum and see if they could take it up.  If so, Linda and Moreen will consult on the Town Council owned utility boxes.
3. PLANNING for LAUNCH of 2019 campaign, competitions:  Sarah reported that she has received a request to contribute to the Community Fair on 2nd March, and it was decided that this should be the setting for the launch of In Bloom 2019. Linda will consult Julie on whether she is able to be involved this year and will check the suggested dates for the local competition.  Rianna offered to get the leaflet printed, and Hattie will send the final copy to her by the end of the month. 
4. TIMETABLE for work parties to June:  This was amended and agreed (see Appendix a). 
5. Possibility of Town Council improvements to WARNER’S PARK:  Rianna thought this was in the very early stages of planning.  Linda and Moreen will consult on taking the judges to this park this year.
6. CORRESPONDENCE:  
i. We have received information that the solar panels project is due to go ahead, and have been asked to attend a meeting with CCC.
ii. John Souter (Town Team) has let us know that he has permission for development of the roundabouts and will be in touch with the details when they are finalised.
iii. We have received an offer of ten places to the Mayor’s Party on 23rd March – it was felt that someone from the committee ought to go, and that other volunteers who would like to go would then be chosen at random. Hattie will email the volunteers.

7. TIME and DATE of NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be on:
Monday 18th February at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion.
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
i. Anglia in Bloom:  The entry for Anglia in Bloom is due by 1st April.  Committee members are asked to look at the modern cemetery in Old Ramsey Road by the next meeting, to assess whether it should be entered in the cemeteries section, and Linda and Moreen will also discuss this possibility with Alison.
ii. Hill Rise planter: Eileen has been in touch with Margaret and reported that the grass around the Hill Rise planter is full of weeds.  We did not feel we could do anything ourselves as it will be cut back by HDC when they cut the verges – Eileen may look into feed and weed.  
iii. Bulb planting:  Possible bulb planting areas for next year have been put forward: top of Ramsey Road/Hill Rise; path by schools between Pig Lane and Ramsey Rd (volunteer suggestion); triangle of green between Shakespeare Road and Ramsey Road (volunteer suggestion); grass verge on corner of Meadow Lane and Harrison Way (Civic Society suggestion).  Hattie will contact Robin to check he is willing to arrange purchase of the bulbs again, and to get his opinion on the feasibility of these sites.
iv. Publicity:  Margaret and Colin led discussion on added publicity – Margaret suggesting a feature in The Riverporter, and Colin on Huntingdon Community Radio.  Hattie will follow these up before the next meeting.
Appendix a)

DRAFT TIMETABLE February 2018 to June 2019

	DATE and TIME
	PLACE

	(Jan 30th
	BUS STATION)

	FEBRUARY
Saturday 2nd, 10am - 12
	STATION ROAD verge
Clearing the verge between Waitrose and Harrison Way

	Tuesday 12th, 10am - 12 
	BROADLEAS CEMETERY

	Tuesday 19th, 2 - 4pm 
	THE WAITS 

	Wednesday 27th, 10am – 12
	WESTWOOD ROAD CEMETERY

	MARCH
Saturday 2nd, 10am – 12
	PARK AND RIDE, cutting back and re-planting, and 
litter pick – Linda to run this session with Robin, Marney

	Tuesday 5th, 10.30am - 12
	STATION ROAD, Margaret to run session

	Tuesday 12th, 10am - 12
	BROAD LEAS CEMETERY

	Thursday 21st, 11am – 2pm
	WESTWOOD ROAD CEMETERY

	Tuesday 26th, 2 – 4pm
	THE WAITS

	APRIL
Wednesday 3rd, 10am - 12
	
PARK and RIDE

	Saturday 6th, 10am – 12
	BROAD LEAS CEMETERY

	Tuesday 9th, 10am - 12
	STATION ROAD

	Thursday 18th, 10am - 12
	WESTWOOD RD

	Tuesday 23rd, 2-4pm
	THE WAITS

	MAY 
Thursday 2nd, 10am – 12
	
PARK AND RIDE

	Saturday 4th, 10am – 12
	WESTWOOD ROAD CEMETERY 

	Thursday 9th, 10am - 12
	THE WAITS (with Norris Museum project)

	Tuesday 14th, 10am - 12
	STATION ROAD

	Thursday 23rd, 10am - 12
	THE WAITS (with Norris Museum project)

	Wednesday 29th, from 9.30am
	WESTWOOD RD CEMETERY, with ARMY CADETS?

	JUNE
Saturday 1st, 10am - 12
	
THE WAITS, including weeding Town Council beds

	Tuesday 4th, 10am – 12
	BROADLEAS

	Wednesday 12th, 10am - 12
	STATION ROAD

	Thursday 20th, 10am - 12
	WESTWOOD ROAD

	Tuesday 25th, 2 – 4pm
	THE WAITS 
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