Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held on Zoom at
 7.30pm on 8th March 2021


Present: 	Linda Croucher  
Moreen Wells
Hattie Grimwade
Sarah Banks
Margaret King
Carole Parker


	1. APOLOGIES:  Eileen Knight 
2. REPORT ON / DISCUSSION OF THIS YEAR’S PROJECTS 
a. Station Road: Hattie reported that she had reminded the Town Team and the Civic Society of this project, and that they both still seem to be committed to it, although their response has been delayed.  Linda wondered whether it was time to buy new plants, but it was decided this should wait until after the weeding/clearing work party on 7th April. 
b. Planters at Kings Hedges: The plans were discussed, and it was felt that the Kings Hedges area would be greatly enhanced if the improvements proposed by Dan Carson, the landlord of the Kings Hedges site, went ahead.  The agreement to look after the drought-tolerant planting was approved as long as the promised tap is provided on site.  Linda, Moreen and Hattie will follow up the proposal.
c. The Waits planting plans:  Moreen reported that Cranbrooks Nursery has the riverside planting of The Waits in hand.  For the corner bed, a budget was approved in principle for Bunty to buy plants, as there is always so much admiration from the public for her design.  The amount needed will be discussed with her at the work party there on 30th March. 
d. Litter picking:  Hattie reported that after she had cancelled the proposed litter pick on 13th March, Kristie at Huntingdonshire District Council wrote to let St Ives in Bloom know about the Great British Spring Clean, which this year takes place from 18th May to 13th June.  Hattie had replied that we are “happy to fit in with whatever they arrange”.  Some Committee members voiced their feeling that St Ives in Bloom should continue to be proactive as lots of volunteers are keen to attend litter picking sessions; others were concerned about it becoming our main focus.  It was agreed that we would actively promote the events through facebook, our website, links with the Council, and by contacting our volunteers.  
e. Westfield School:  Plans are going ahead to improve the environmental area at Westfield School.  Jill Burt has kindly taken over linking with the school, where the teacher Caroline Carder is keen to regain the school’s “green flag” status.  Jill and Hattie are going to meet Caroline on 18th March to discuss the plans for the Saturday work party on 10th April.   
f. Ivo School Roundabout: The maintenance team at the Ivo School has not rotavated the roundabout, so the seeds will have to be sown elsewhere: areas at the Park and Ride by the offices and at Westfield School were suggested. 
Possible memorial flowerbed:  As Angie was not present, this will be moved onto the agenda for the next meeting.  Carole has heard that the country park at the Old Golf Course is to be called after the dedicated educator and former St Ivo biology teacher Henry Berman.
g. Park and Ride:  Robin and Hattie have planned for delivery of Mick George’s skips on 30th March; S P Landscapes will clear the flowerbeds on Wednesday 31st March.  The topsoil is to be delivered and spread on Wednesday 14th April, and the shingle on Thursday 15th April.  Robin is visiting Cuckoo Bridge Nursery this week to source the plants and if possible, get a discount for bulk purchase.  He has been allocated up to £800 from the budget.  
h. Ramsey Road cemetery (discussion of priorities/timetable): Some members of the Committee had visited the cemetery, and found that there has been no progress on the flowerbeds by the entrance.  Carole suggested underplanting the tree by the entrance with spring bulbs and developing the half-finished beds in front of the mausoleum with some hardy perennials, evergreens and spring bulbs.  Salvias and small conifers from the Parish Church tubs were suggested.  Margaret mentioned that the shrubs/hedging areas around the back of the site had not been improved yet, and a litter pick in the area was felt necessary.  Since there must be agreement with the Town Council on a plan of improvement, Hattie asked that people should send their ideas to her.  She will then draw up a combined draft plan ready for discussion at the next meeting, that could be submitted to the Town Council once agreed.  
i. Raised bed at corner of Chestnut Road/Elm Drive:  Hattie reported that Reverend Heather Walker has made a very generous offer of £500 sponsorship, and all on the Committee then agreed that, without any money worries, we should go ahead with the project this year after all.  Many new volunteers have signed up recently, so there should not be a problem of finding the ‘workforce’.  Hattie was asked to submit a request for additional sponsorship for building this flowerbed to Waitrose, and to find out some costs ready for the next meeting.  
j. Allotment competition and bulb planting:  Robin is happy to run the Allotment Competition again this year.  He is also happy to order the bulbs for bulb planting in autumn 2021.  As there were so many more volunteers than usual last autumn, he has suggested buying 6 sacks at a cost of approx. £180.00, and this was agreed.  
3. ANGLIA IN BLOOM (see attached document):  Committee members had got ideas for places to enter in the different categories for Anglia in Bloom and discussion of the best places will continue through the summer meetings.  
4. TIME and DATE of NEXT MEETING:  
7.30pm on Monday 12th April.  Hattie will book a zoom slot.

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
i. Linda said that she will look at the planters in town, particularly those by the Free Church, and plan their re-planting.  She will then have overgrown plants available for use elsewhere.  
ii. Sarah told the Committee that she will not be available for heavy work during the summer, for the exceptionally good reason that she is expecting a baby.  All Committee members congratulated her and also expressed their thanks that she will continue as our Treasurer.
iii. Hattie has timetabled the St Ives in Bloom work parties mentioned in the minutes.  She will wait for confirmation of the Kings Hedges and Elm Drive projects before completing the timetable for May and June.  
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