Meeting Notes, ‘ST IVES IN BLOOM’ 
held on Zoom at
 7.30pm on 12th April 2021


Present: 	Linda Croucher  
Moreen Wells
Hattie Grimwade
Sarah Banks
Margaret King
Carole Parker
Eileen Knight


	1. APOLOGIES:  Angie Dickinson 
2. REPORT ON WORKING PARTIES 
Linda was late to the meeting, so Hattie reported on the work parties that have taken place this month until Linda arrived at item 2e.  
a. The Waits: Volunteers are continuing to clear the weeds on The Waits – there is a noticeable difference where the beds have been done, and this will continue at future work parties.  The corner bed is looking beautiful.
b. Station Road:  The work party this month added perennial plants including bluebells, dianthus and Michaelmas daisies to the area by the hedge.  Margaret is still in contact with Peggy Seamark about the sign.  The kitchen shop opposite has put its planters outside.
c. May Day town celebration:  This project has been extremely successful in terms of publicity and support from the community – Sarah reported that there have been 350 likes or shares on our facebook, and the photographer from HDC also reported a good response on social media.  The planting of the Bus Station and Free Church planters by non-Committee member volunteers worked very well and meant that Committee members led by Linda and Carole could concentrate on the decorating in town.  This involved three work parties - the first to attach the flowers to ribbons and other hangers, the second to do the main job of weeding and decoration, and a further work party to complete the job.  The decorations have lasted well despite the wind and rain so it was decided that they should be left up until the end of the month.  Hattie will talk to the Free Church volunteers about whether the flowers could be stored there ready for future events.  St Ives in Bloom spent just over £1000 which is due to be reimbursed by Huntingdonshire District Council, although there has been a delay as our contact at HDC is now on compassionate leave.  Sarah was concerned about our budget as she has already had to pay for the new planters and the volunteers’ expenditure, and Hattie will follow this up with HDC.   
d. Raised bed at corner of Chestnut Road/Elm Drive:  Hattie reported that there had been a misunderstanding about the amount of compost that she had ordered from Envar, which meant that filling the raised bed could not be completed on Saturday, and another work party has been arranged for this week.  However, given that it was pouring with rain the volunteers seemed happy to go home early!  Revd Heather Walker has generously reimbursed more than the cost of construction, the volunteers from Waitrose have been thanked, and Linda’s “warm colours” design was widely praised.  
e. Park and Ride:  All is ready for replanting at the Park and Ride this week.  Cuckoo Bridge Nursery have donated the plants as a goodwill gesture to St Ives in Bloom.  We had allocated £800 in the budget for plants and Hattie has paid £230 for 2 sponsorship plaques – one A5 size at the Park and Ride, and one small in the planter outside The Free Church, where there will be more passers-by.  
3. REPORT ON PLANNED PROJECTS
i. Planters at Kings Hedges:  The request for permission has moved on within the Council but has not yet been granted.  It was decided that Linda and Moreen should go ahead and organise planting of the tiered planters and the new round planters being delivered soon from Amberol.  
ii. Ramsey Road cemetery:  Hattie sent the completed planting plan to the Council with our offer to plant up the area later in the year or next spring.  Christine (Amenities) has responded with an offer to arrange a meeting in June when Alison, the Town Clerk, is due to be back at work.  
iii. Memorial benches and flowerbed:  Margaret has discussed the idea of new memorial benches with the Mayor and they are waiting for the details of the proposed improvement projects for the town.  
iv. Work party dates:  The dates below were confirmed, and Hattie will send the list out to all the volunteers.  Dates for Kings Hedges are still to be arranged once permission is given and the Amberol order is confirmed.  
WEDNESDAY 12th MAY, 10am – 12:  PARK and RIDE planting up 
TUESDAY 18th MAY, 10am – 12:  BROAD LEAS CEMETERY 
TUESDAY 25th MAY, 2 – 4pm:  THE WAITS
THURSDAY 3rd JUNE, 1 – 3pm: WESTWOOD ROAD CEMETERY
WEDNESDAY 9th JUNE, 10am - 12:  STATION RD
SATURDAY 12th JUNE, 10am - 12:  RAMSEY ROAD CEMETERY, litter pick 
TUESDAY 15th JUNE, 10am – 12:  PARK and RIDE 
TUESDAY 22nd JUNE, 2 – 4pm: THE WAITS  
TUESDAY 29th JUNE, 10am – 12:  BROAD LEAS CEMETERY

4. THE QUAY as PUBLIC PLACE; entry for ANGLIA in BLOOM:  
Margaret has talked to residents of The Quay and Eileen also knows someone who lives there and is happy to be involved.  Eileen, Margaret and Linda will follow this up ready for the Anglia in Bloom photographs to be taken in July.
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Hope Gardens:  Hattie has looked further into the Gardens of Hope being promoted by Canada in Bloom.  It is now clear that it is a competition, and so she has not signed up for it after all.  
Peace garden proposal:  We have received an email from Ann Barnes, one of our volunteers who is part of the EcoFaith group.  They are looking to plant a Peace Garden in St Ives, and the group is going to investigate the possibility of Broad Leas.  St Ives in Bloom has a work party there on 18th May, and so there will be a meeting then so that our volunteers can be involved if they want to.  
Donation:  Eileen received a donation from a member of the public as a gesture of support for the work of St Ives in Bloom.  Linda will send her a card.  
6. TIME and DATE of NEXT MEETING:
Monday 14th June, 7.30pm, on Zoom 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Sarah voiced her concerns about the cash flow – there has been a lot of expenditure this month, and we have not received our grant from the Town Council or the promised reimbursement from Huntingdonshire District Council.  Members of the Committee are still owed money which cannot be repaid until these grants come through (although all expenditure incurred by other volunteers has been paid).  Sarah has contacted the Council and the grant should be arriving this week.  She is also owed some money for the cancelled launch of Anglia in Bloom 2020 and will contact the Anglia in Bloom Treasurer.  
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